Written by some of the leading figures in the fields of conversation analysis, discursive psychology and ethnomethodology, this book looks at the challenging implications of new discourse-based approaches to the topic of cognition. Up to now, cognition has primarily been studied in experimental settings. This volume shows how cognition can be reworked using analyses of engaging examples of real life interaction such as conversations between friends, relationship counselling sessions and legal hearings. It includes an extended introduction that overviews the history and context of cognitive research and its basic assumptions to provide a frame for understanding the specific examples discussed, as well as surveying cutting edge debates about discourse and cognition. This comprehensive and accessible book opens up important new ways of understanding the relation between language and cognition.
This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press.
First published 2005
Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
Typeface Plantin 10/12 pt.
System L A T E X 2 ε []
A This collection brings together a unique group of leading scholars from the fields of conversation analysis, discursive psychology and ethnomethodology. It features cutting edge debates about discourse and cognition along with illustrative and engaging examples of real life interaction. Some contributors argue that the notion of cognition in interaction analysis can and should be abandoned, others that it should be reworked and others again that it must be preserved but clarified. We hope that this volume provides a thought-provoking overview and reappraisal of the role of mental concepts in the empirical study of text and talk.
When we started it, too many years ago, we could not have imagined the journey that would follow. In many ways, the major issue on which it is focused turns out to be different from what we suspected: more heterogeneous, less definitive in its boundaries and place, and, overall, very much alive. During the process of writing and editing, we never got bored with any of the contributions, and we are grateful that the contributors never got (really) bored with waiting. Their past work has defined the contours of the debate and they show themselves to be ideally placed to move it forward.
Several people have been a continuous source of inspiration and helpful criticism to us. We wish to thank Derek Edwards, Alexa Hepburn and Liz Stokoe as well as the stimulating intellectual context of Loughborough's Discourse and Rhetoric Group. Communication Science at Wageningen University has provided a supportive and challenging environment for discourse work. Frank de Groot has given valuable technical support in preparing the chapters for publication. We gratefully acknowledge the continuing support, patience and good humour of Catherine Max and Sarah Caro at Cambridge University Press.
The book is dedicated to Professor Robert Hopper, who died in December 1998, and was the first to complete his contribution for this volume. After being invited to a pre-conference on discourse and cognition, his enthusiasm for the topic was contagious and he felt no hesitation in writing about it. We hope the spirit with which he explored the convolutions inside these complicated questions will shine throughout the book. For further details see Hepburn (in press), Hutchby and Wooffitt (1998), Jefferson (1985) , Psathas and Anderson (1990) and ten Have (1999).
